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Filed for intro on  04/26/2004

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION 1025
By  Atchley

A RESOLUTION to honor and commend Helen H. “Tootie”
Haskins for her service to the Tennessee
General Assembly and the State of Tennessee.

WHEREAS, it is most appropriate that the members of this legislative body should honor

those exemplary legislative employees who have performed with consistent professionalism,

uncommon devotion and enthusiasm; and

WHEREAS, Helen H. Haskins, “Miss Tootie” as she is known by all, is one such person

and a true Southern Belle who has graced us with her presence since 1971 when she came to

work for the Tennessee General Assembly and who is now the Executive Leadership Assistant

to Senate Republican Leader Ben Atchley; and

WHEREAS, the daughter of the late Honey and Howard Haskins of Centerville and

special guardians the late Abe and Tommie Robinson of Mobile, Alabama, Miss Haskins is a

graduate of Harpeth Hall in Nashville; and

WHEREAS, Miss Tootie is a 1968 graduate of Sophie Newcomb College for Women in

New Orleans, now a division of Tulane University, where she was an outstanding member of

Phi Mu Sorority and for whom she later served for four years as the National Pledge Director;

and

WHEREAS, accepting employment for the first time, Miss Tootie began her

distinguished career with the Senate in 1971, when legislative office space was provided to

members in the War Memorial Building, and was promptly named secretary to Senator Halbert

Harvill, who was like a grandfather to her, and fellow Senators Bill Baird, Reagor Motlow and

Milton Hamilton; and

WHEREAS, it is significant to note that Miss Tootie arrived on Capitol Hill at the same

time as her idol, Winfield Dunn, was elected Governor, thereby making him the first Republican

elected Governor of Tennessee in 50 years; and
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WHEREAS, upon the retirement of Senator Harvill in 1980, Miss Tootie was asked to

assist Senator Ben Atchley, which position she cheerfully accepted and, for a short time,

enjoyed the benefits of an office with a window in Suite 306; and

WHEREAS, with the election of Senator Atchley as Republican Caucus Chair, Miss

Tootie lost her window during their relocation to Suite 318, and sadly, did not regain a window

upon their second relocation when he was elected to the post of Senate Republican Leader in

1986; and

WHEREAS, highly respected and admired by her fellow staff members for her

exemplary work ethic and dedication to each task at hand, Miss Tootie has become a legendary

figure and won renown for her work with Leadership Knoxville and other Leadership groups

across Tennessee; and

WHEREAS, such groups have discovered that her guided tours of our beloved State

Capitol building are unsurpassed; one can imagine Miss Tootie in a hoop skirt taking you

through each phase of the construction as she calls your attention to little details easily

overlooked by passersby; and

WHEREAS, always gracious and confident in the face of any challenge, Miss Tootie has

coordinated numerous activities and events for various groups over the years in Nashville and

across Tennessee including the Southern Legislation Conference, the Lieutenant Governor’s

Conference, the National Conference of State Legislatures and the campaigns of Bill Frist for

United States Senate; and

WHEREAS, recognized for her experience and expertise, Miss Tootie has been actively

involved each year in the Statemen’s Dinner, the annual celebration dinner for the State

Republican Party, since 1980 when Ronald Reagan was campaigning for President; and

WHEREAS, working behind the scenes on “Tootie time,” she is a great volunteer who

brings fantastic results and finds it very hard to say “no,” giving of herself to help a cause even

when it means giving up her sleep.  Her idol, former Governor Winfield Dunn, need only to ask

for her assistance and she is there, even though he questions the speed she drives at times;

and
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WHEREAS, those who have the great fortune to work with Tootie have come to learn

that you never get between her and a ringing telephone or the elevator on Thursday afternoon

when she gets her hair fixed; and

WHEREAS, in addition to assisting Senator Atchley and her fellow staff members,

thereby building up all kinds of good will, she also uses special incentives such as pecan pies

and ooey-gooey butter cake to assist in accomplishing her mission; and

WHEREAS, many an intern has learned that there is never a dull moment around Miss

Tootie, as she spends a good deal of time keeping her eyes on interest rates and her ears open

for surprising real estate news; and

WHEREAS, Tootie Haskins has made innumerable enduring friendships with the

members and staff of the General Assembly through the years, and will be missed by all, but as

she contemplates retirement, the anticipated shopping sprees in Florida will definitely help our

Republican President and his brother, the Governor of Florida, with the economy; and

WHEREAS, throughout her career, Tootie's faithful and competent attention to her duties

and concern for her co-workers and legislators in both the Senate and the House of

Representatives have won the respect and admiration of her peers and superiors alike; now,

therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE ONE HUNDRED THIRD GENERAL

ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

CONCURRING, that we hereby honor and commend Helen H. “Tootie” Haskins for her

distinguished service to this body and to the State of Tennessee and extend to her our heartfelt

wishes for a happy and fulfilling retirement and every continued success in her future

endeavors.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that an appropriate copy of this resolution be prepared

for presentation with this final clause omitted from such copy.


